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END OF YEAR

Friends and Supporters,

graduate prepared for what's next.

relationships and student engagement.

With gratitude,
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2025 was a year of real momentum for DC Public Schools — and your partnership
made it possible. From record-setting graduation rates and historic secondary gains
to a surge in enrollment that put DC at the top of all states, our system is showing what
is possible when a city comes together around its public schools. Students are not only
achieving at higher levels; more of them are choosing DCPS and staying on track to

At the DC Ed Fund, we have been proud to match this momentum with bold, targeted
investment. This year, we helped launch the Capital Math Collective and the new
DCPS Math Center to accelerate math learning for thousands of students and build
teacher expertise. The historic citywide effort is powered by an anonymous $20 million
commitment to math instruction. We also expanded the role of DCPS Reading Clinic so
that every kindergarten teacher receives training grounded in the science of
reading. Additionally, we continued investing in belonging and strong school climates —
from supporting strategies that reduce chronic absenteeism to help schools deepen

Looking ahead, DC is poised to use this momentum to go even further, especially in math,
literacy, and postsecondary pathways. In 2026, we will double down on the Capital
Math Collective, strengthen early literacy and dual language learning, and expand
innovative “earn and learn” opportunities so more students graduate ready to thrive in
college, career, and life. Thank you for standing with DC’s students — together, with
DCPS as our core partner, we are proud to play a role in advancing a system where
every young person is loved, challenged, and prepared for what comes next.
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https://dcedfund.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dc-public-education-fund
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dc-public-education-fund
https://x.com/DCEdFund
https://x.com/DCEdFund
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zj74uqW1Ng
https://dcedfund.org/initiative/capital-math-collective/
https://dcedfund.org/initiative/capital-math-collective/
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DC Ed Fund launched the Capital Math Collective,

Strong Start, Stronger Classrooms

To strengthen early learning from day one, DCPS launched the
school year by training every pre-K educator and
paraprofessional in Strong Start, a strategy focused on building
predictable classroom routines, strengthening relationships, and
creating supportive learning environments where young students
can thrive. This year, 875 educators and leaders have received
Strong Start training. This major investment in consistent, high-
quality practice is helping create smoother transitions, stronger
daily routines, and more supportive classrooms across the
district. DCPS also expanded access by offering a dedicated
Strong Start session in Spanish for bilingual educators, ensuring
strategies are shared and implemented equitably across
classrooms and communities.

Students Power Attendance Gains

H.D. Woodson High School saw a major jump in student attendance
this year, including raising in-seat attendance on the Thursday before
winter break from 42.6 percent the prior year to 76 percent, alongside
encouraging academic gains for participating students such as
improved GPAs, recovered credits, and fewer failed courses. This
progress was driven by an innovative, student-led approach through
the DC+XQ initiative, where student mentors formed an “Attendance
Pep Squad” to strengthen peer connection, build school community, and
encourage classmates to show up during key attendance drop-off
periods.

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/email-reporting/activity/c2121c9e-bd0b-45d5-bc3b-eb6b4b45e2e3

3/5


https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/education/dcps-receives-anonymous-20-million-donation-fund-math-programs/65-1301b9c6-e0f2-4dfd-aad6-83583a78d913
https://vimeo.com/1138536590
https://vimeo.com/1138536590
https://www.the74million.org/article/to-tackle-chronic-absenteeism-this-dc-high-school-lets-students-lead/
https://www.the74million.org/article/to-tackle-chronic-absenteeism-this-dc-high-school-lets-students-lead/
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Standing Ovation 2026

Later this month we will celebrate
Standing Ovation, DCPS’s annual
celebration of excellence in education,
we are proud to honor the educators and
leaders whose commitment and talent
make a lasting difference for students
and families across the District. Standing
Ovation is a powerful moment to celebrate
the hard work, dedication, and care that
drive strong schools and brighter
outcomes for DC students. This year’s
honorees include:

Outstanding Educator of the Year
Cara Marbury, Beers Elementary School

Educator Excellence Award Winners

Nicol Davis, School-Within-School @ Goding

Chad Harris, Stanton Elementary School
Lee James, Eastern High School
Dr. Shelina Warren, Dunbar High School
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Outstanding School Leader of the Year
Dr. Grace Reid, Barnard Elementary School

School Leader Excellence Award Winners
Lucas Cooke, MacFarland Middle School
Eric Dabney, Kimball Elementary School
Marqus Holden, Garnet-Patterson STAY

Amanda Perz, Wheatley Education Campus
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Outstanding Central Services Leader of the
Year
Nina Harrison, Office of Integrity

Central Services Excellence Award Winners
Whitney Carrington, Office of School
Improvement & Supports

Drue Docie, Office of Teaching & Learning

Andy Hai Ting, Office of Fiscal Strategy

Danielle Johnson, Office of Teaching & Learning

Excellence Award for School Improvement
Stuart-Hobson Middle School

Outstanding School Staff of the Year
Laura Kleinmann, Oyster-Adams Bilingual
School

School Staff Excellence Award Winners

Asia Bernard, Plummer Elementary School
Kenneth Brown, Ballou High School

Niki Clark-Deal, Randle Highlands Elementary
School

Jennifer Fitzpatrick, Langdon Elementary School

M. Shanita Burney Family Engagement
Award

Garfield Elementary School

Thank you to the Flamboyan Foundation for
sponsoring this award.
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